Conservation Commission of the Town of Litchfield

Land Use Office, 80 Doyle Road, PO Box 12, Bantam, CT  06750


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Draft Minutes
REGULAR MEETING
23 August 2016
7 PM, Bantam Town Hall Annex, Bantam, CT

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Call to order, roll call, changes to agenda
7:07
Members in attendance:  Austin, Baker, Fuessenich, Richards, Stoner
Members absent:  Cox,
Public in attendance: 
1. Appointment of Alternates: n/a
2. Approval of Minutes – July, 2016.  Motion to approve by Stoner seconded by 
3. Baker, unanimous approval
4. Public Comment:  none
5. Plan of Conservation and Development:

Austin discussed the project which Planning and Zoning has started to renew the Plan.  He also outlined the proposal by the consultant.  The Conservation and Open Space portion begins on page 38.  Ideas:
· Working farms vs farms.  How do we define working?  Can we find a way to help the farms become better economic units? Conduct farm tours such as in Goshen.  Encourage more CSA’s or other economic engines.  How to preserve the land?  Development rights to be held by the CT DEEP.  

· Conservation Easements.  More easements could be considered for land preservation and how it can be used as a tool.  Encourage disclosure on preserved vs non-preserved land.  Difficult to understand what can or cannot be developed.  Preserved the database created by David Thomas.  The database should be maintained.
· Add more to the introduction portion of the section to better define what conservation should be done.  It appears to be a bunch of different pieces rather than a unified document.  
· We are a very complicated town.  We have a bit of everything and a great deal of variety.  Diversity of our uses is very important.  

· Private conservation entities.  White Memorial, Ripley, Marshapaug Forest, City of Waterbury reservoir, and other large tracks.  These properties are not protected.  
· State of Connecticut state forests and parks.  

· Coordinated effort to control non-native invasive species.

The Commission will continue to discuss.  Encourage Commission to go to public meeting as individuals.
6. Open Space Acquisition Project – tabled
7. Natural and Community Resource Inventory Project - tabled
8. Old Business: none
· By-Laws:  need to be looked at.
9. New Members –Members are asking others.  Currently 3 positions open
10. New Business – none 
11. Correspondence – none 
12. Review of Action Items

· Continuation of sections for acquisition project.  
· The Chair will contact the Land Use Office for a copy of the by-laws

· Stoner will continue to look into the Tree Ordinances.

13. Adjournment
8:18 p 
Next regularly scheduled meeting:  September 27, 2016  
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The Purpose of the Conservation Commission is to develop and conserve natural resources, to conduct research into the current utilization and future possible utilization of land areas of the town, and to keep an index of all open areas, for the purpose of obtaining information on the proper use of such areas.

